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To: House Criminal Justice Committee
From: Judge Laura Baird, President of the Michigan Judges Association
RE: HB 5273 (Pagel) - Successor Sentencing Judge Parole Veto for Prisoners

Serving Life Sentences

Date: April 12, 2016

The Michigan Judges Association (MJA) supports HB 5273, which would remove the
veto power held by successor judges over the parole of prisoners serving life sentences.
MJA appreciates that the legislation instead provides successor judges with the
opportunity to provide information to be considered in the parole process.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments on this important bill. MJA looks
forward to working with the House Criminal Justice Committee in the worthy endeavor
of reforming the manner of involvement of successor judges in the parole process.



